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59%

Of the children in MENA 
countries are in ‘learning 
poverty.’ (World Bank, 2021)

70%

An estimate of children in the 
MENA region who can not read a 
simple text with comprehension by 
age 10. (UNICEF, World Bank 2022)

International reports By WB and UNICEF on the state of  literacy in the Arab world

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/909741624654308046/pdf/Advancing-Arabic-Language-Teaching-and-Learning-A-Path-to-Reducing-Learning-Poverty-in-the-Middle-East-and-North-Africa.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/122921/file/StateofLearningPoverty2022.pdf
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Proposal and 
Solution: Miqyas Al Dhad



Alef Education's Arabic Scale has partnered with MetaMetrics 
to accelerate reading literacy growth among students across 
the Arab world. This collaboration aims to provide a robust 
framework and global psychometric scale to support and 
enhance Arabic reading skills, ultimately raising literacy levels 
in the language.

Founded in 2015 and headquartered in Abu Dhabi, Alef Education is an 
education technology company focused on improving learning outcomes 
through AI-powered personalization and pedagogical frameworks rooted 
in data science.

Founded in 1984 and headquartered in Durham, North Carolina, 
MetaMetrics is an educational measurement company focused on 
bringing meaning to educational measurement through actionable 
metrics and insights that foster learning.

Miqyas al Dhad: An Arabic innovation with global 
expertise serving the Arab World 



Vision Date of 
Launch

To inspire future generations to excel in Arabic, 
uncover its richness, and deepen their connection 
to its beauty and heritage

Objective

Ministries, authorities and 
Arabic Language councils, 
learners, publishers, 
assessment providers, and 
EdTech platforms.

August 2025

To establish a unified and reliable Arab framework 
with objective tools to assess reading proficiency 
and text complexity, aimed at advancing Arabic 
language skills

Miqyas Al Dhad is a rigorous, reliable, and objective global psychometric scale for the Arabic language, designed to assess the 
difficulty levels of Arabic texts and the proficiency levels of students in Arabic. It is being developed through a collaborative effort 
among various partners, led by Ministries of Education in the Arab world.

Matches students with educational 
materials tailored to their reading levels.

Measures educational content
to assess its level of ease or 

difficulty.

Assesses students' reading 
skills and determining their 

reading level.

Monitors the growth and 
development of students' reading 

skills.

Assesses students' readiness for 
academic and professional 

content.

Stakeholders

Miqyas Al Dhad: Vision, Objective, and Stakeholders



Dhad book 
measurement

Dhad student
 measure

Dhad student 
measure 
indicates 

student’s level 
of reading 

ability

Dhad book 
measurement 
indicates the 

level of 
readability 

Example: Miqyas Al Dhad Scale for Reading



Psychometric 
Assessment

Leveraging collective 
expertise in teamwork

MaD Solutions

➢ The Reading Scale
➢ The Reading Proficiency 

Test
➢ The Text Analyzer
➢ The Find-a-Book 
➢ The PD Academy

Arabic Corpus  
Development

Compiled 8,000 Arabic 
language texts across 

various types and genres.

Development of assessment questions and items

• 5,600 units (question bank)
• A panel of experts developed the framework
• The team included 60 teachers from 12 countries to ensure cultural 

diversity with authenticity and linguistic accuracy

Execution

Integrating curricular subjects

• Review the literature and develop a logical 

framework for the project.

• Create a framework for common standards.

• Develop the scale specifications.

1

2

3

Paired Comparison 
Study

450 teachers and experts 
from 18 Arab countries 

engaged in paired 
comparison study

Field Testing

Conducted with 110,000 
students from 9 Arab 

countries to align test item 
difficulty with Miqyas Al 

Dhad.

*A triangulation methodology, combining qualitative and quantitative research, was used in developing Miqyas Al Dhad to ensure its reliability and credibility. 

Methodology: Systematic framework for developing 
Miqyas Al Dhad*



Field Survey Statistics for All Countries:

School Classification:

9 Participating Countries

Jordan Egypt UAE

Morocco Iraq Saudi Arabia

Libya Lebanon Oman

Private

Public

Mixed

Male

Female

Rural

Urban

Female

Total cities across countries 70

Total participating schools 204

Total number of students 
participating in the field study 110K+

Male



Tools and features 
of Miqyas Al Dhad



This is a prototype and not the final product

Tools and Features of Miqyas Al Dhad: Proficiency Testing Platform 
and the calculation of students’ reading proficiency levels



Tools and Features of Miqyas Al Dhad: Automated Text Analysis 
Platform

This is a prototype and not the final product



This is a prototype and not the final product

Tools and Features of Miqyas Al Dhad: “Find-a-Book” Platform



This is a prototype and not the final product

Tools and Features of Miqyas Al Dhad: “Find-a-Book” Platform



Tools and Features of Miqyas Al Dhad: Professional Development 
Platform

This is a prototype and not the final product



Miqyas Al Dhad:
Benefits and Expected 
Outcomes



A unified Arabic scale  aiming to establish a national system for measuring and improving literacy

➔ A precise national map of 
literacy levels.

➔ Digital national benchmark 
performance standards.

➔ National norms tables

➔ Automated text analysis using 
generative AI. 

➔ Aligning and tailoring 
educational content to match 
student proficiency levels.

➔ Enhancing the learner’s 
experience by providing 
reading materials aligned with 
their reading level.

➔  Contributing to the 
development of rich, 
standardized national digital 
libraries.

Supporting teachers to:
➔ Identify literacy gaps.
➔ Adapt teaching methods and 

lesson plans.
➔ Monitor and track daily 

learning progress and growth 
throughout the year.

Miqyas Al Dhad’s Digital Platforms

Reading Proficiency 
Test Platform

Automated Text 
Analyzer Platform

Find-a-Book Platform
Professional 
Development 

Platform

Miqyas Al Dhad: How Miqyas Al Dhad Creates a Transformative 
Shift in Developing and Improving Arabic Literacy Skills
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